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Report to:     Southport Area Committee  Date of Meeting:  7th December 
2016 

Subject: Station Road, Ainsdale Proposed Pedestrian Refuge
(Outside Nos. 8-10)      Consultation results and Merseytravel 

Report

Report of: Director of Built Environment Wards Affected: Ainsdale

Is this a Key Decision? No Is it included in the Forward Plan?  No

Exempt/Confidential No 

Purpose/Summary

To advise Members of the results of the recent consultation with businesses and 
residents and a subsequent pedestrian audit undertaken by Merseytravel, on behalf 
of Sefton Council, regarding amendments to the Pedestrian Refuge installed outside 
Nos. 8 to 10 Station Road, Ainsdale.

Recommendation(s)

It is recommended that Area Committee Members:-

(i) note the results of the consultation.  

(ii) authorise the progression of the completion of the pedestrian refuge as 
detailed in paragraph 1.1 and shown in plan in Annex A.                

How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Corporate Objectives?

Corporate Objective Positive 
Impact

Neutral 
Impact

Negative 
Impact

1 Creating a Learning Community √

2 Jobs and Prosperity √

3 Environmental Sustainability √

4 Health and Well-Being √

5 Children and Young People √

6 Creating Safe Communities √

7 Creating Inclusive Communities √

8 Improving the Quality of Council Services 
and Strengthening Local Democracy

√
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Reasons for the Recommendation: To provide a safe accessible crossing point for 
pedestrians outside Nos. 8 to 10 Station Road, Ainsdale.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

Nil

(B) Capital Costs
 

The cost of all implementation, legal and administrative procedures for the 
completion of the pedestrian refuge outside Nos. 8-10 Station Road, Ainsdale 
amounting to approximately £5K will be funded from Merseytravel under an 
existing Section 278 Agreement.  
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Implications:

The following implications of this proposal have been considered and where there 
are specific implications, these are set out below:

Legal                                          None                                       

Human Resources                    None

Equality
1. No Equality Implication

2. Equality Implications identified and mitigated

3. Equality Implication identified and risk remains

 
Impact on Service Delivery: Nil

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

The Head of Corporate Services (FD 4392/16) has been consulted and comments 
that the cost of £5,000 will be funded by Merseytravel

The Head of Corporate Legal Services (LD 3675/16) has been consulted and has no 
comments on the report.

Are there any other options available for consideration?
No

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following this committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Andrea Robinson – Assistant Team Leader (Highway 
Development & Design)

Tel: 0151 934 3265
Email: andrea.robinson@sefton.gov.uk

Background Papers: None 

√

mailto:andrea.robinson@sefton.gov.uk
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Introduction

1.1 Highway drainage improvement works, combined with pedestrian 
improvements were undertaken throughout Station Road, Ainsdale in 2012 
and this included works adjacent to Nos. 8 to 10 Station Road to improve the 
existing pedestrian crossing facilities by upgrading the pedestrian refuge and 
providing a dropped crossing facility on the southern footway.  This crossing 
point led directly into a parking bay on the northern footway side.

1.2 Due to time constraints with the scheme, it was not possible to undertake a 
consultation exercise with affected residents and businesses and report back 
to Area Committee for approval regarding the potential removal of one space 
from the parking bay before the works were completed on site. Consequently, 
no changes were made to the bay

1.3 Recently, Merseytravel independently carried out a pedestrian access audit 
around Ainsdale, from the railway station to the roundabout at Station Road / 
Liverpool Road and commissioned Sefton Council to consider their 
recommendations, design the works and to implement a further series of 
minor improvements along Station Road, which were wholly funded by 
Merseytravel.  

1.4 This scheme was developed and one area highlighted was the existing 
pedestrian crossing facility outside Nos. 8 to 10 Station Road, Ainsdale.  This 
pedestrian refuge failed the audit because it only has blister tactile paving 
installed on the southern dropped kerb and the parking bay covers the 
dropped kerb on the northern side.  As part of the design works, Sefton 
Council undertook a consultation exercise to the affected residents / 
businesses. 

1.5 In March 2016 a Consultation Letter was delivered to the affected residential 
and business properties adjacent to the crossing point, 18 no. in total. The 
Consultation consisted of a plan showing details of the scheme and a letter 
explaining the purpose of the proposals and seeking their views.  A three 
week period for consultation comments was allowed.  The consultation 
material is included in Annex A to this report.

1.6 The local Ward Councillors were also given the opportunity to raise queries, 
comments and objections.

2.0 Consultation results

2.1    Out of the 18 consultation letters delivered, 1 response was returned. In 
addition, the Local Councillors acknowledged receipt of the consultation.
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3.0 Objections / comments

3.1 One response was received from an affected business objecting to the 
proposals. The following is a summary of their comments.

 There would be a loss of not 1 but 2/3 much needed parking spaces.

 Delivery drivers and customers when dropping off and picking up, will 
block access to the entrance (side of No 6, Station Road) to residents, and 
business owners, (this is already a problem) I believe it will be made worse 
under these proposals.

 
 Traffic turning right from Liverpool Road (side of Champs pub) on to 

Liverpool Road will not have a clear view of traffic coming down Station 
Road, when traffic has built up, due to stopping at the crossing, we do not 
have a problem at the moment, as the traffic runs smoothly.

 Taxies and the like will drop off and pick up half on the pavement on 
Liverpool Road champs side.  (This already happens when people cannot 
find a parking space) again making the problem worse.

 I do not believe the proposals will make the crossing safer, you have 
already done that by bringing down the speed limit to 20 mph, Most of the 
pedestrians who use this crossing go to the Co-op or the bus stop, the 
pedestrians going to the Co-op have to go through the entrance to the co-
op car park which does not have a foot path.  The ones going to the bus 
stop have to cross the entrance, Cars come in from both side of Station 
Road, and you also have the idiots who use the entrance as an exit thus 
making it very dangerous.

 I believe the crossing would be better situated a few yards away outside 
the main entrance to the co-op on Station Road, where they are no parking 
spaces to rid of, and both sides of the road are already built out and have 
tactile  paving  in place, saving time and money.  Making it safer and more 
practical for all concerned. 

 I have had my business on Station Road for 7 years and I have never seen 
an accident on this crossing.

3.2 The main pedestrian improvement works as identified and funded by 
Merseytravel were implemented on site in May / June 2016.  However the 
works to further upgrade the pedestrian crossing facility outside Nos. 8 to 10 
Station Road were not undertaken following the objection that had been 
received.

3.3 It was agreed with Merseytravel that they would undertake an audit on the 
crossing point to determine how well used it and the affected parking bays 
are, and to provide justification that the proposals to remove a parking bay 
from the north side of Station Road is necessary.
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4.0 Merseytravel Pedestrian Survey

4.1 Merseytravel undertook hourly surveys on different days between the hours of 
09:00 and 16:30 over several weeks to determine the flow of pedestrians at 
the crossing point and the car parking movements.

4.2 The pedestrian count data is summarised in Table 1 below.

Pedestrian CountDate Time
Under 

60
60+ Wheel

chair
Push
chair

Other Total
Comments

Fri 8th July 
2016

09:00 – 10:00 12 5 2 19 2 pushbikes

Fri 15th July 
2016

10:00 – 11:00 25 19 3 47 Elderly with 
walking stick; 2 

with frame
Fri 1st July 

2016
11:00 – 12:00 23 19 5 51 Elderly with 

walking frames/ 
sticks

Tues 5th July 
2016

12:00 – 13:00 21 9 1 1 32

Wed 27th 
July 2016

13:00 – 13:35 16 7 1 1 25 Elderly with trolley

Thurs 14th 
July 2016

13:35 – 14:35 19 15 1 3 38 3 elderly with 
scooter, trolley and 

walking stick
Mon 18th 
July 2016

14:35 – 15:35 27 18 1 3 49

Tues 19th 
July 2016

15:35 – 16:35 22 21 2 4 49 4 elderly with 
trolleys or scooter

4.3 Merseytravel concluded that on average 37 pedestrians per hour use the 
pedestrian refuge as a crossing point.  

4.4 A parking survey was also undertaken by Merseytravel on three separate 
occasions to determine how well used the designated parking bay outside 
Nos. 8 to 10 Station Road is utilised.  There are approximately 7 parking 
spaces available at this location.

The results of this are summarised below in Table 2.

Date Times Max. No of 
Cars

Comments Max. No of 
empty spaces

Fri 16/09/16 09:45 – 10:00 5 unblocked 2
10:00 – 10:15 6 Crossing blocked 1
10:15 – 10:30 6 Crossing blocked 1
10:30 – 10:45 7 Crossing blocked 0
10:45 – 11:00 7 Crossing blocked 0
11:00 – 11:15 7 Crossing blocked 0
11:15 – 11:40 7 Crossing blocked 0

Wed 10/08/16 11:40 – 11:45 5 Crossing blocked 2
11:45 – 12:00 6 Crossing unblocked 1
12:00 – 12:15 6 Crossing blocked 0
12:15 – 12:30 6 Crossing blocked 0
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12:30 – 12:45 7 Crossing blocked 0
12:45 – 13:00 7 Crossing blocked 0
13:00 – 13:15 7 Crossing unblocked 0
13:15 – 13:30 7 Crossing blocked 0

(Table cont. overleaf)

Date Times Max. No of 
Cars

Comments Max. No of 
empty spaces

Tues 13/09/16 13:20 – 13:30 3 Crossing blocked 4
13:30 – 13:45 5 Crossing blocked 2
13:45 – 14:00 4 Crossing blocked 3
14:00 – 14:15 6 Crossing blocked 1
14:15 – 14:30 5 Crossing blocked 2
14:30 – 14:45 5 Crossing blocked 2
14:45 – 15:00 4 Crossing blocked 3

4.5 Merseytravel concluded that the parking bays are well utilised throughout the 
day, with an average of five to six vehicles using the bay at any time. It was 
also noted that the parking within this bay also blocks the crossing point for 
pedestrians, which impedes their safe movement.  

4.6 From this audit, Merseytravel has concluded that removal of one parking bay 
to provide a safe pedestrian crossing could be accommodated.

4.7 Officers from Traffic Services have been consulted on the above proposals 
and are in full agreement with the design, and fully support the need for the 
kerb build-out and associated tactile paving

 

5.0 Scheme Costs

5.1 The cost of implementing the works is funded wholly by Merseytravel through 
a Section 278 Agreement which is place with Merseytravel.  The cost of the 
works is £5,000 and will be undertaken by the Term Maintenance Contractor.

6.0 Recommendation

6.1    Due to the current pedestrian use at this location, it is recommended that 
Members request Cabinet Member Transportation to approve a Traffic 
Regulation order which will removal one parking bay outside Nos. 8 to 10 
Station Road to allow the completion of a safe and accessible pedestrian 
crossing point.

 
ANNEX A
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